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1. Controlling Body  

The Sevens competition will be under the supervision of the Premier League Queensland Lawn Bowls. (PLQ) 

The Controlling Body of the competition will be a sub-committee nominated by the PLQ. ‘The Sevens 

Committee’ 

2. The Aim 

The vision with the ‘Sevens’ is to run a competition that is fair and equitable, so that Clubs of all sizes can 

compete and be competitive. To support this aim the competition will be run as a home & away format, within 

sections where teams play each other, once on home green and once on opponents green. 

3. Laws of the Sport 

The competition shall be conducted under the laws of the Sport of Bowls, except as provided for in this document. 

4. Composition of Sides  

4.1.  Sides will field Three Disciplines & Eight [8] Players:  

One singles player 

One pairs team 

One fours team  

One nominated reserve 

4.2.  All three disciplines [singles, pairs & fours] MUST be played. If a team cannot field all three disciplines they 

must forfeit. 

4.3. There will be Six [6] divisions, depending on entries received. 

Sevens Division 1   [Div-1]         

Sevens Division 1 Over 60  [Div-1-60]  

Sevens Division 3  [Div-3] 

Sevens Division 4  [Div-4] 

Sevens Division 5   [Div 5] 

    Sevens Division 6   [Div 6] 

 

NOTE:  ALL Divisions are provisional on a minimum of 24 teams and will be capped at a maximum of 48 

teams {8 sections of 6 teams}. Byes will be allocated if required to each section of each division to provide 

equal games for all. Byes are not a game and no points will be recorded accordingly. 
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4.4.  Division 1: [Div-1]  

Open to single gender or any combination of ladies and men. No restriction on grading or age of players who 

may be selected. 

4.5. Division 1 Over 60: [Div-1-60]  

Open to single gender or any combination of ladies and men. No restriction on grading of players who may be 

selected. Age restriction; to be eligible to play in Sevens Over Sixty Division a player must have a birth date of 

1956 or earlier, therefore must have turned 60 in 2016. 

4.6.  Division 3: [Div-3] 

Open to single gender or any combination of ladies and men. To be eligible to play in Sevens Division 3, a 

player must not have played higher than Division 3 District Pennant for any Club in the previous Pennant 

bowling season, played by that player. No restriction on age. 

4.7.  Division 4: [Div 4] 

Open to single gender or any combination of ladies and men. To be eligible to play in Sevens Division 4, a 

player must not have played higher than Division 4 District Pennant for any Club in the previous Pennant 

bowling season, played by that player. No restriction on age. 

4.8.  Division 5: [Div-5] 

Open to single gender or any combination of ladies and men. To be eligible to play in Sevens Division 5, a 

player must not have played higher than Division 5 District Pennant for any Club in the previous Pennant 

bowling season, played by that player. No restriction on age. 

4.9. Division 6: [Div-6] 

Open to single gender or any combination of ladies and men. To be eligible to play in Sevens Division 6, a 

player must not have played higher than Division 6 District Pennant for any Club in the previous Pennant 

bowling season, played by that player. No restriction on age. 

 

5. Eligibility 

5.1.  All Sevens players must be Full [Financial] Bowling Members of the Club they intend to play for and eligible as 

per 5.2 & 5.3 at least 1 (one) month prior to the commencement of the Sevens season. 

5.2.  All sides shall consist of players who are current financial registered bowlers and members of a bowls club 

affiliated with the relevant State and or National Association. (Full Bowling Members)   

5.3.  All players must be clear/free from any form of suspension and or default status from any Bowls Club or Bowls 

Association. 

5.4.  A player who did not play in the 2015 or 2016 Pennant season shall have their eligibility to participate 

determined by the Sevens Committee. 
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5.5.  No player may participate in the ‘Sevens’ after playing in the 2017 Premier League óPremier Gradeô 

5.6.  Players who play fifty percent of sectional matches in a higher division may not “play down” (that is be 

regressed to a lower division). This infers a hierarchy in clause 5.8. 

5.7.  To be eligible for post sectional play, players must have played a minimum of fifty percent of sectional matches, 

in that division or any combination of divisions. A player may be promoted to a higher division but may not be 

demoted for the finals as per clause 5.8. 

5.8.  Ranking of the Divisions: - 

For all eligibility criteria the ranking of divisions is: -  

Premier League Premier Grade [not eligible to play or interchange with Sevens] 

Premier League A Grade [not eligible to play or interchange with Sevens in 2018] 

Sevens Division 1 

Sevens Division 1 Over 60 

Sevens Division 3 

Sevens Division 4 

Sevens Division 5 

    Sevens Division 6 

6. Reserves: 

6.1.  In regard to 5.6. & 5.7.  Provided they are in attendance and nominated on the result sheet, for that 

round, the first reserve counts as a game played. (Appendix D) 

6.2. The nominated reserve may replace any player [including the singles player] who becomes sick or injured during 

a match. The nominated reserve may not replace a player who is off their game, out of form.  

6.3. The nominated reserve cannot play Skip. In the event of the Skip in Pairs and Fours needing to be replaced the 

team is to be reshuffled. 

7. Lateral movement:  

7.1. If a club has more than one team entered in the same Division, there will be no lateral movement of players 

between these teams after a player has played three [3] games within that division, regardless of whether the 

games are played in one section or up to three sections. The team or section a player plays in from the fourth {4} 

game played is where he or she will stay within that Division. A player can still be promoted to a higher Division 

or go to a lower Division provided they are eligible. 
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8. RE-GRADING 

8.1.  Re-grading of a Team:- 

Applications will be considered by the Sevens Committee, from clubs with regard to re-grading of division 

participation of a team. Applications must be submitted in writing with the entry form by Monday 10
th
  OCT 

2016. A strong case, based on the ability and/or past performance, must be presented. Submissions will be 

considered on a case by case basis and are not to be regarded as an automatic right. More than three [3] Re-

grades of individual player in one team constitutes a team re-grade.   

8.2. Re-grading of an individual player:- 

Applications will be considered by the Sevens Committee, from clubs with regard to re-grading of division 

participation of an individual player. Applications must be submitted in writing by the 14
th
 November 2016. 

[Along with player list clause 11.]  A strong case based on the ability and/or past performance, must be 

presented. Submissions will be considered on a case by case basis and are not to be regarded as an automatic 

right. More than three [3] Re-grades of an individual player in one team constitutes a team re-grade   

9. Penalty: 

9.1. Any ‘Sevens’ Club, that breach any part of the above player eligibility conditions ‘may’ have  penalties imposed, 

which could include, but not restricted to:- 

9.2. All match points and rink wins deducted for all games the unqualified player participated in. In addition they 

would receive the WORST loss margin for those particular round/s played with an illegal player. 

9.3. The opposing team in such cases may receive all match points and rink wins and additionally will receive the 

AVERAGE winning shots margin for that round.  

9.4. The Sevens Committee as the controlling body, will determine what action it deems fit to take in such rule 

violations. 

10. Application to enter: Deadline Monday 10
th
 OCT 2016. 

10.1. Application/ entry form: - To enter the Sevens competition Clubs must complete the Application/entry form 

Appendix B of this document on or before closing date. Entries will not be guaranteed a place. 

10.2. Closing Date: - Nominations for the ‘Sevens’ close: 4pm, Monday 10
th

 OCT 2016. 

10.3. Clubs may apply to enter a joint team with another club.  

10.4. The Sevens committee reserve the right to re-grade teams into higher or lower Divisions in line with the aims of 

the competition (clause 2)  

11. Player List: Deadline 14
th
. November 2016. 

11.1  Clubs must submit an initial Player list of no more than 12 players, graded into each team, by the 14
th
. 

November 2016. The player list must be submitted using the form attached in Appendix C. and list the Pennant 

position for the past two years of their intended players.  
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NOTE: - Clubs will not be locked in to the listed players and may add to their list at any time during the season 

but prior to the additional player taking part in the competition. Again the Pennant position for the past two 

years of their intended players must be supplied. 

12. Entry Fees: Entry fee must be lodged with entry form. Appendix B 

Div 1      $770  

Div 1 OVER 60               $770 

Div 3, 4, 5 & 6   $660 

13. Matches 

A match shall consist of the following disciplines: 

Singles – 31 shots up (4 bowls per player)  

Pairs – 21 ends (4 bowls per player, 2x2x2x2)  

Fours – 21 ends (2 bowls per player)  

13.1. All three disciplines [singles, pairs & fours] MUST be played. If a team cannot field all three disciplines they 

must forfeit. 

13.2. No Time Limit on Sectional matches: A time limit may be applied to finals matches. 

 
13.3 NO DEAD ENDS 

Nothing in these Conditions of Play shall prevent a controlling body from providing in the rules of any game or 

competition under its control for that game or competition to be played without dead ends. 

 

In such an event, the following conditions shall apply: 

13.3 (i) If the jack by the effect of play leaves the rink of play over the bank, it shall be replaced in the rink of play on 

the centre line of the rink so that the portion of the jack nearest to the mat line is 2m from the front ditch, and play 

continued. 

 

13.3 (ii) If the jack by the effect of play leaves the rink of play over a side boundary, it shall be replaced in the rink of 

play on the centre line of the rink so that the portion of the jack nearest to the mat line is 2m from the front ditch, and 

play continued. 

 

13.3 (iii) If the spot on the rink to which the jack is to be replaced is occupied by a bowl, the jack shall be placed on 

the nearest available spot toward the mat line on the centre line, even if this be less than 18 metres from the mat line 

as otherwise required by Law 30(d). 

 

13.3 (iv) If the jack rebounds to less than 18m from the mat line the jack shall be replaced as in13.3  (i). 
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14. Format of Divisions & Sectional Play: 

14.1. The number of sides in each Section in each division shall be determined by the number of entries received.  

14.2. The maximum number of sections in each Division shall be eight [8] sections of six [6] teams.  

14.3. Sections will be filled on a first in priority. 

14.4. Sectional Play shall be determined by the number of entries 

14.5. The Draw shall be compiled by the Sevens Committee. 

14.6.  The Sevens Committee shall set a play on or before date for each match. 
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15. Timing of Games:  

15.1. It is a Policy of Premier League Lawn Bowls Inc. to encourage Clubs to schedule matches in order to avoid the 

hottest part of the day in summer. Morning, evening or night games are encouraged.  

15.2. The first round of the 2017 season is planned for play on or before date of Sunday 15
th
 January 2017. Finals 

are planned for 1
st
, 2

nd
, & 8

th
. 9

th
. April. 

15.3. In order to minimise player clashes with District Events: mid week night games, Friday night games or 

Saturday/Saturday night games are encouraged. If a team has no players that clash with District Events, Sundays 

are available for use.  

15.4. With consideration of Clause 15.1. Clubs competing in each match shall agree to a suitable date and time to 

play matches. Team managers must make all effort to negotiate a date and time to play all round matches within 

14 days of receiving the draw and or before the start of the first round of competition. If agreement cannot be 

reached the match must be played on the date/time set by the Sevens committee. All Team managers MUST 

double check game times with their opponents manager during the week leading up to the match. 

15.5. Clubs must notify the Controlling Body of the agreed playing times. 

15.6. Clubs wishing to change any agreed playing time or date (as per clause 15.4.) must notify the opposing Club’s 

liaison person and the controlling body a minimum of 14 days before the scheduled date of the match they wish 

to change. If agreement cannot be reached on an alternate time or date the match must be played on the time & 

date originally agreed to as per clause 15.4. 

16. Artificial light may be used.   

17. Synthetic Greens may be used. 

18. Inclement & Adverse Weather / Incomplete Game [see also clause 20] 

18.1. A Match unable to be completed due to inclement or adverse weather shall be declared completed if two of three 

disciplines have reached the following minimum requirements of: 

Singles – 21 shots up 

Pairs – 14 ends  

Fours – 14 ends  

18.2. If two of the disciplines meet the minimum requirements, the third shall also be declared complete and the 

match declared complete. 

18.3. If less than two disciplines have reached the minimum requirement, the match is to be rescheduled as soon as 

possible and in accordance with LAW 32 at a time mutually agreed upon and approved by the Controlling Body. 

19. In extreme heat conditions each host club must consider its ‘Duty of Care’ to the bowlers.  
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20. ‘The Sevens’ extreme heat policy is: - 

The temperature to be observed for ALL óSevensô games will be 38 Degrees (taken in the shade adjacent to the green 

under a solid roof not shade cloth.) No game will start or continue, if the temp is 38 degrees or over.  

At temperatures above 30 degrees extra care must be taken for the welfare of the players. Water and Shade must be 

made freely available and at 35 degrees players must be offered a break in play at 20 minute intervals for a period 

not less than 10 minutes.  

Further to this: - If the forecast for your area is predicted to be 35 Degrees or over at your planned start time, you 

must reconsider your planned game time and change it to a cooler part of the day or re-schedule it to another day.  

21. Determining Results 

Match points will be determined by rink wins.  

Each match will be determined by winning a minimum of two disciplines.  

Three (3) point for a match win of 3 discipline wins 

Two (2) points for a match win of two discipline wins 

Zero (0) points for a match loss with one or no discipline wins. 

 

22. NO DRAWN MATCHES or disciplines: In All matches, if any discipline is drawn, the drawn discipline shall play 

an extra end to determine the winner. The extra end must be played regardless of the position of the other two 

disciplines, therefore be played immediately it is determined a draw and after a coin toss. 

23. Forfeits and games not played  

23.1. A match won by forfeit, the team gaining the forfeit will receive maximum points with a one [1] shot margin 

and three discipline wins. 

23.2. No discipline win bonus will be paid on forfeit games. 

23.3. No points or discipline win bonus will be allocated to games not re-played in accordance with 18.3. 

24. Section Winner. 

24.1. All sectional leaders after completion of Sectional play will progress to the finals series.  {see Also clause 35.2.} 

24.2. The Side scoring the highest number of points shall be the section winner.  

24.3. If still equal the side with highest net shots (difference between total shots for and total shots against) shall be 

the winner.  

24.4. If sides are still equal the side with the lowest total shots conceded shall be the winner.  
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25. Notification of Results 

25.1. The designated home side shall email or fax the Result form to the Sevens Committee, immediately after the 

conclusion of play. Email is the preferred option to avoid fax congestion. The home side is encouraged to submit 

results to local media for publication.  

26. Prize Money 

26.1. The PLQ shall retain a portion of entry fees to assist with administration costs, the remainder of entry fees and 

sponsorship will go into a prize pool with the breakdown determined by the Controlling Body. 

27. Green Fees: Do not apply to the ‘Sevens’, however clubs may place a fee on their own players. 

28. Attire 

28.1. Club approved attire to be worn. Joint club teams members may dress in their own Club approved attire.  

29. Club Sevens Liaison 

29.1. Each Club must appoint, (via the nomination/entry form), one only, Sevens Liaison person who must have 

email and mobile phone access. Correspondence with the controlling body { Other than round result sheets} 

must be through the appointed Liaison person, for all sides entered by the Club. The appointed Liaison may also 

be a manager for a side. This Liaison person is encouraged to attend Premier League general meetings as an 

active participant in discussions. 

30. Manager 

30.1. Each Side must have an appointed Manager {Preferably for the entire season}. 

30.2. The side Manager is to complete game cards and match results sheets in conjunction with the opposition 

manager. The home side manager is to ensure that result sheets are completed correctly and all player names, for 

both teams, are legible, written in block letters and include first names and last names. [No Nick Names] Notify 

the Sevens committee of the results as per Clause 13. 

 

31. Practice – Trial ends: 

31.1. Instead of trial ends, Players may practice up until the agreed starting time (unlimited ends) on their allocated 

Green. Home clubs are to make sure the allocated green is available for practice at least 30 minutes prior to the 

agreed starting time. Teams are encouraged to take full advantage of this rule. 

32. Umpires and Markers 

32.1. The host club shall supply all required markers and accredited umpires (preferably non-playing). 

33. Bowls. 

33.1. Challenge to Bowls: If a set of bowls fails a challenge during a ‘Sevens’ game, the points for that rink will be 

forfeited to the opposition. The other two rink points will remain as per results. 

33.2. Temporary Markings (Club stickers) If temporary markings are used they must comply with Law 52.1.8.3 

34. Protest/Disputes   



                                                
 

Conditions of Play 2017 -- as at 11-01-2017 

                                 
http://www.lawnbowls2u.com.au     Mermaid Beach Bowls Club  

 
Page 11 of 14 

 

34.1. All protests and disputes must be lodged within 24 hours of the disputed event in writing to The Secretary, 

Sevens Committee, accompanied by a $50 fee.  

34.2. The Sevens committee will rule on protests and disputes that involve participating teams and or clubs. 

34.3. If any protest or dispute is against the Sevens Committee then a committee will be formed comprising three 

members: one of which will be an independent person (not a current member of Premier League lawn Bowls 

Inc.PLQ), Chairman of Premier League Lawn Bowls Inc. and an appointed person from the Premier League lawn 

bowls Inc.[PLQ.] Board to officiate on such a protest or dispute. 

35. Finals. 

35.1. Depending on the final number of participating teams and divisions the finals maybe played over consecutive 

weekends. 

35.2. The finals format will be decided after all entries are received and will depend on the final number of 

participating teams, sections and divisions.  

35.3. Finals Series: may be played on Natural and Synthetic Greens. Day and/or night matches may be played 

35.4. Venue for 2017 is MERMAID BEACH BOWLS CLUB.  

35.5. Finals Series:  Provisional dates 1, 2 & 8, 9
th

 April 2017 

36. Prize money: 

36.1. All pri ze money will be paid by Cheque or Direct Deposit. 

36.2. Clubs must supply the committee with the nominated Payee BSB and account name for the prize via the 

nomination form. 

37. Club Commitment: -  

37.1. By entering this competition all clubs agree to field their team for the full season, in all scheduled games (rounds 

and finals) regardless of their position in the competition at any given time. Failure to field a team for any round 

or finals will result in loss of points and or prize money including any discipline win bonus accrued for the 

season. 

37.2. By entering this competition all clubs agree to cover all players using their greens with any required Public risk 

and liability insurance. 

38. Controlling Body 

The controlling body has the right to change conditions of play if deemed necessary.   

If any Sevens Club, breaches any part of the above Conditions of Play, the spirit of sportsmanship or fair 

play, the controlling body may determine what action it deems fit to take.   

39. Controlling Body Rule: the Controlling Body shall be the sole judge and determine, interpret and rule on all 

matters during the course of the tournament.  
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Tournament Director: 

Ian King   0418152516   07-32010859  qldkings@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Dates 

  check 

Nomination entry form in by 4pm, Monday 10
th
  OCT 2016.  

Re-grading of a Team submission in by  4pm, Monday 10
th
  OCT 2016.  

Player list in by 14
th
. November 2016,  

Re-grading of an individual player submission in by 14
th
. November 2016,  

First round play on or before Sunday 15
th
 January 2017  

Finals Sat , Sunday, 1,2 & 8, 9
th
 April   

 

Note: Appendix Forms are dispatched as separate documents and on www.plq.com.au  

They are interactive, are able to be submitted electronically or saved and printed out 

¶ Appendix B, Nomination form 

¶ Appendix C, Player list 

¶ Appendix D, Round result 
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2017 Proposed Sevens Season 

 
January 2017 

Round  MO  TU  WE  TH  FR  SA  SU  

       
1 

 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

2 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

3 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 
30 31 

      

February 2017 

Round  MO  TU  WE  TH  FR  SA  SU  

4 
  

1 2 3 4 5 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

6 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

7 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 
27 28 

     

 
                     

 

March 2017 

Round  MO  TU  WE  TH  FR  SA  SU  

8 
  

1 2 3 4 5 

9 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Play 

off 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 
27 28 29 30 31 

  

 
                     

 

April 2017 

Round MO  TU  WE  TH  FR  SA  SU  

F 
     

1 2 

F 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 
                     

 

May 2017 

CW  MO  TU  WE  TH  FR  SA  SU  

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 
29 30 31 

    

 
                     

 

June 2017 

CW  MO  TU  WE  TH  FR  SA  SU  

    
1 2 3 4 

 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 
26 27 28 29 30 

  

 
                     

 

 

 Public holidays  Rounds  Play off  Finals 
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Appendix A 

Provisional prize pool  
This is an indication only of the prize pool based on 2016 seasons.  
Total prize money paid for 2016 season was in excess of $117,000. 

The actual Prize Pool will be determined by the total entries and any sponsorship received and therefore cannot be accurately 
calculated at this time. 

ALL Divisions are provisional on a minimum of 24 teams and will be capped at 48 teams {8 sections of 6 teams}. 
Top 16 Play off will only be played when there are sufficient entries. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCIPLINE wins: 
In addition to the above Major Prize distribution a discipline win bonus may be paid to non-major prize winners only. 

The 2017 season discipline win bonus will be calculated on: -  
¶ 'The maximum prize pool for the 'Discipline Win Bonus' will be based on the balance of income after major prize 

& running cost are deducted, across all divisions for the Sevens 2017 season.  

¶ The total ' discipline Win Bonus' will not exceed $800 per team / per season.  

¶ The ' discipline Win Bonus' will not exceed $30 per discipline win.  
¶ No bonus will be paid on games not played,  

 

Provisional prize pool Entry  fees Prize Money sub Grand totals 

DIV 1-1st. $770 $8,000.00   

DIV 1-2nd.  $3,000.00   

DIV 1-3rd.& 4th.  $1,500.00 $3,000.00  

DIV 1-5th. to 8th.  $800.00 $3,200.00 $17,200.00 

Div 1 OVER 60 -1st. $770 $8,000.00   

Div 1 OVER 60 -2nd.  $3,000.00   

Div 1 OVER 60 -3rd.& 4th.  $1,500.00 $3,000.00  

Div 1 OVER 60 -5th. to 8th.  $800.00 $3,200.00 $17,200.00 

DIV 3-1st. $660 $5,000.00   

DIV 3-2nd.  $2,000.00   

DIV 3-3rd.& 4th.  $1,000.00 $2,000.00  

DIV 3- 5th. to 8th.  $800.00 $3,200.00 $12,200.00 

DIV 4-1st. $660 $5,000.00   

DIV 4-2nd.  $2,000.00   

DIV 4-3rd.& 4th.  $1,000.00 $2,000.00  

DIV 4- 5th. to 8th.  $800.00 $3,200.00 $12,200.00 

DIV 5-1st. $660 $5,000.00   

DIV 5-2nd.  $2,000.00   

DIV 5-3rd.& 4th.  $1,000.00 $2,000.00  

DIV 5-5th. to 8th.  $800.00 $3,200.00 $12,200.00 

DIV 6-1st. $660 $5,000.00   

DIV 6-2nd.  $2,000.00   

DIV 6-3rd.& 4th.  $1,000.00 $2,000.00  

DIV 6-5th. to 8th.  $800.00 $3,200.00 $12,200.00 


